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SUBJECT: CODEL DIGGS: VISIT TO SENEGAL AND CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 

REE: A) DAKAR 3652; B) DAKAR 3905; C) DAKAR 4070 

SUMMARY; CODEL DIGGS, INCLUDING CONGRESSMAN AND MRS. DIGGS, 
CONGRESSWOMAN CARDISS COLLINS, AND CONSULTANT TO HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES, FOOD AND ENERGY, MRS. LESLIE YATES, VISIT 

DAKAR JUNE 21 TO 23 AND JULY 3 TO JULY 9. MR. DIGGS AND MRS. COLLINS 
TOOK SIDE VISIT TO CAPE VERDE ISLANDS EOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CEREMONIES THERE JULY 5 AND ENTIRE CODEL WENT TO MAURITANIA JULY 6 
AND 7. END SUMMARY 

1 . CODEL'S EIRST STAY IN DAKAR, WHICH WAS ONLY ONE WORKING DAY, 

JUNE 22, WAS COVERED BY BOTH PRESS AND RADIO. IT WAS HIGHLIGHTED 
BY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SENGHOR. PRESIDENT TOLD CODEL HE FELT 
AFRO-AMERICANS AND AFRICANS HAD PARTICULAR BOND UNITING THEM. 

SENGHOR DISCUSSED HIS PLANS TO PROMOTE STUDY OF NEGRO- AFRICAN 
CULTURE AND IN PARTICULAR SEMINAR ON NEGRO AERICAN IN GRECO-ROMAN 
HISTORY GOS ORGANIZING WITH PARTICIPATION PROEESSOR FRANK SNOWDEN 
OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY. HE NOTED APPARENT REFUSAL OF CHINESE TO 
CONSTRUCT MANANTALI DAM (REFTEL A.) PRESIDENT ALSO DISCUSSED 
PLANNED SEMINAR ON WAYS TO AFRICAN SOCIALISM (SINCE HELD IN TUNISIA) 

WITH PARTICIPATION OP MANY AERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES. CONGRESSMAN 
DIGGS INFORMED PRESIDENT SENGHOR OF LETTER PRESIDENT PORD RECENTLY 
SENT TO CONGRESSMAN RANGEL OF CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS INDICATING 
WILLINGNESS TO MAINTAIN DIALOGUE WITH THAT GROUP. CONGRESSMAN 
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PRESIDENT NOTING THAT WHILE SENEGAL'S RELATIONS WITH US EXCELLENT, 
AND HE AND GOS COULD NOT COMPLAIN OP INATTENTION, HE THOUGHT USG 
MIGHT GIVE MORE ATTENTION TO APRICA AS A WHOLE IN ITS POREIGN POLICY. 

2. DURING JULY 3 TO JULY 9 STAY CODEL DIGGS JOINED CONGRESSIONAL 
BLACK CAUCUS GROUP VISITING DAKAR AND PARTICIPATED IN THEIR 
PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDED VISIT WITH PRIME MINISTER AND DINNER GIVEN BY 
GOS AT WHICH PRESIDENT OP ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL WAS HOST 
(REFTEL C). 

3. CODEL NOTED THAT CAPE VERDES INDEPENDENCE DAY CEREMONIES 
WERE NEITHER AS ELABORATE NOR AS IMPRESSIVE AS THOSE HELD IN 
MOZAMBIQUE. CODEL WAS STRUCK BY POVERTY OP CAPE VERDES AND 
PAUCITY OP INPRASTRUCTURE THERE. CONGRESSMAN DIGGS SAID THAT HE AND 
CONGRESSWOMAN COLLINS HAD BEEN ACCORDED ESCORT WHILE IN ISLANDS 
AND THAT THEIR VISIT DEPINITELY HAD BEEN NOTED AND APPRECIATED 

BY CAPE VERDIAN AUTHORITIES. AT SAME TIME, SO MANY VISITORS CAME 
TO CEREMONIES AND FACILITIES FOR HANDLING THEM WERE SO MEAGER THAT 
CODEL DID NOT RECEIVE GREAT AMOUNT OP ATTENTION PROM CAPE 
VERDIAN OPPICIALS. 

4. OTHERWISE ENITRELY SUCCESSPUL VISIT OP CODEL DIGGS TO CAPE 
VERDES AND SENEGAL WAS MARRED BY REPUSAL AIR APRIQUE TO PERMIT 
CODEL TO BOARD OVERBOOKED PLIGHT POR MALI SCHEDULED TO DEPART 
JULY 8. DELAY FORCED CODEL CANCEL ITS APPOINTMENTS IN MALL 
AGGREY 
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